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Dates to Remember

June 29
Yagura Construction

Mantokuji O-Bon
July 11 (service) & July 12 (Festival)

Our Mission: Paia Mantokuji is a Soto Zen
Buddhist temple founded in 1906 by
Reverend Sokyo Ueoka and a community
of Japanese immigrants. Our mission is
to be a place of compassion, respect and
kindness for all who seek truth through
the teachings of Buddha, the practice
of Zen meditation and arts, and the

fellowship of the temple sangha.

Our Vision: Paia Mantokuji’s short term
vision is to stay in place in Paia, as a
vibrant and relevant Soto Zen Buddhist
Mission.

Our Values:
Honor Traditions
Respect Ancestors
Embrace Inclusivity
Nurture Fellowship
Practice Compassionate Kindness
Gratitude
Appreciation & Humility
Live the Dharma
Embody Buddhism

[

Paia Mantokuji Soto Mission

P.O. Box 790207,
Paia, HI 96779

Tel: (808) 579 — 8051
E-mail:  info@paiamantokuji.org
Web:  www.paiamantokuji.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mantokuji/
——
Mangan Team

Bobbie, Cathy & Isabelle
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ReVEREND'S MESSAGE

Aloha, everyone.

It's time for the Obon Festival again this year! Mantokuji's Obon this year will open on the
11th with a services starting at 6:00 p.m. Then on the 12th, there will be a graveyard service
at 3 p.m. and the food concessions will open at 5:30 p.m. Taiko performances by Zenshin
Daiko and Maui Taiko will commence at 6 p.m. followed by the Bon dance at 7 p.m.

At the Friday night service, we will offer prayers for our families and ancestors who have
returned to us during Obon time, especially our loved ones who have passed away during
the past year and are marking their first Bon or Hatsubon. On Saturday night, the old
Japanese traditional Bon dance, is held to welcome back and send up the spirits of family
members and ancestors who have returned. Enjoy the sounds of taiko drums and Bon Odori
dancing while savoring Mantokuji ‘s special foods.

On a personal note, my daughter turned one year old in June. Last obon she was still a
newborn and could only go outside for a little while. Now she is starting to stand up and
will soon start walking. It is amazing how fast babies grow during their first year. | am so
grateful to the members of the temple and many others who loved and helped her through
this developmental first year. Living with her, | have learned how much time my parents
must have devoted to me and how carefully they watched over me as they raised me. And
each one of us exists thanks to the many generations that have repeated this process. My
daughter’s growth made me realize once again how much respect and gratitude | have for
my ancestors who have allowed me to exist now. So, | offer gratitude and celebrate them
at obon.

Finally, | really appreciate everyone’s help during the busiest season of the year. Obon is
made possible by the many volunteer workers. If you have time, please join us to make the
Obon Festival at Mantokuji a success. | look forward to seeing many of you at Mantokuji
soon.

Mahalo.

In gassho.
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REPORTS
FuJinkAal NEws

The Fujinkai will be having their monthly meetings and clean up as follow:

July 13, 2025 at 8:30am (clean-up only)
August 10, 2025 at 8:30am

Thank you to the Fujinkai and Kyodan members and friends who gathered on May 18" to clean the nokotsudo and
temple grounds and put together the O-Bon letters and June Mangan for mailing:

Bobbie Arita, Kathleen Davis, Reverend Hirasawa, Yuki Hirasawa, Chester Kakiuchi, Donald Kimizuka, Shirley
Ann Kimizuka, Judith Matoi, Cathy Murayama, Lois Sato, Isabelle Scholl, Nora Takeuchi and Neil Watanabe.

Thank you to the Fujinkai members who came to help clean the nokotsudo and tidy up the grounds on June 8

Bobbie Arita, Kathleen Davis, Kay Hanano, Reverend Hirasawa, Yuki Hirasawa, Donald Kimizuka, Shirley Ann
Kimizuka, Judith Matoi, Eric Moto, Cathy Murayama, Diane Orikasa, Lois Sato, Nora Takeuchi, and Neil Watanabe.

KyobAN MEETING REPORT
Sunbpay, JunE 8, 2025

Below are some of the topics that were discussed at the meeting.

e Shoreline Erosion Project * The Lift (elevator) was repaired and serviced on 5.9.25
° Change in lead consultant beginning July 1< - cost $3,298.73
° Oceanit Foundation continues to work on the FEMA e O-Bon Service and Festival on July 11 (service) and
Grant July 12 (Festival)
* Fuel Tank/Line Clean-up * An Eagle Scout Project by Brennan Tanaka will put
° Mantokuji received the final approval of $500K Maui markers in the graveyard with a corresponding map
County Grant and inventory of graves posted on the Columbarium
° We're in the process of encumbering funds wall so graves can be easily located.
* Property Insurance has increased almost 4 times this * Yard Maintenance on the East side of the property is
year as Mantokuiji's policy was canceled and our agent contracted to Maui Arborscape
secured a company outside of Hawaii. e |kebana classes will be held on June 21 and July 19.

Next Kyodan meeting will be held on Sunday, August 10, 2025.
Please join us for future meetings and be involved in these important decisions.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Aloha everyone,

At our best, we can believe that age is just a number, and on other days, we may feel every one of our many years.
So, it is always inspiring to witness firsthand our volunteer crew of dedicated and determined “seniors”. Their lifelong
commitment to serving the temple is always the motivation we need to get things done... especially in these remaining
weeks of prep work before O-bon. While we have always benefited from the wisdom of age and the years of practice
of our Sansei generation, we also welcome the more youthful energy and stamina of younger volunteers. Please come
and be inspired and motivated to keep our Mantokuiji traditions alive.

This month we focus on O-bon as we prepare for the O-bon Service on Friday, July 11 at 6:00 pm and then a full evening
of Bon odori and food and remembrance on Saturday, July 12. We look forward to seeing all of you. Take care.

Mahalo,

Eric Moto,
President, Mantokuji Kyodan



REPORTS

MEemoRriIAL Day & EITAIKUYO SERVICE
Sunpay, May 25, 2025

The Memorial Day & Eitaikuyo Service welcomed 14 attendees on Sunday, May 25, 2025. We were enlightened by
Reverend Hirasawa's sermon as he shared about the war and Buddhism. His sermon is included below.

Hello Everyone. Aloha.

Today we are here to honor the lives of those who have passed away in past and present wars that have occurred in history. We are

here to pray for peace, understanding, and compassion in the world and the end to all this needless fighting.
We are also here to remember our loved ones who have passed on and especially those who have no one left to pray for them.

Also, | believe it is important that we not only pray for the deceased and victims of war but think of ways we can contribute to the

prevention of unnecessary aggression and violence and pursue ways we can promote peace.
In my Dharma talk today, | would like to talk about war and Soto Zen Buddhism.

This year 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II. This would have been a very relevant historical event for the
Nikkei community in Hawaii, because Japan and the United States were fighting a war that began at Pearl Harbor on the island of
Oahu. It is beyond my imagination how difficult it was for the Issei and Nisei people who had to go through such a difficult time.

On December 8, 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. In a strange coincidence, December 8 is also the day of Jodo-e, which is the
day of Buddha’s enlightenment. The Soto Shu Newspaper of the time expressed pleasure at the coincidence of the start of the war
and the date of Buddha’s enlightenment, describing it as “the dawn of the liberation of East Asia”. Other Buddhist sects took almost
same position at that time. It is hard to believe that the Buddhists, which is supposed to wish for peace, respected and supported
the war, but the Japanese community at that time was filled with an atmosphere that affirmed the war, and those who opposed the

war might have been sent to prison. People at that time probably had no other choice but to think in this way.

While Japan was at war with the United States and Europe, it was also spreading invasions throughout Asia. For this invasion,

Buddhism at that time supported this position.

Under the name of spreading Buddhism, the priests of the Soto Shu at that time also disrespected the culture of the other Asian

people and forced Japanese culture on them under the name of the Buddha and the previous generations of Zen masters.

When | learned these facts, | was very shocked. At the same time, | felt again how terrible it is that war can change people’s minds

through fear and force.

Reflecting on this history, Soto Shu issued an apology in 1992. It may be blamed for being too late in making an apology about 50
years after the war. However, | think it is meaningful that the apology was made rather than pretending that the mistakes of the past
did not exist. | would like to share with you a portion of my translation of the apology text.

“No one is allowed to be attacked or harassed by others, for we exist on this earth as precious and unique beings. (omitted) If
people, nations, and tribes exist in interaction with others as “karmic” beings, then to violate others is to negate a part of one’s own
existence. It means to violate the grounds of one’s own existence. Therefore, in Buddhism, coexistence with others is necessary.
Coexistence with others is the basis of our existence. The Buddhist way of life, in which one looks at oneself, controls oneself, lives
with others, and learns together with others, is the Buddhist mind of peace. In the past, we have lost this viewpoint and have been

far away from Buddhism. (omitted) We vow again and again to never make the same mistake.”

Even today, there is a constant conflict in the world. | fear that the world may be heading in the same wrong direction as it did 80
years ago. As a Soto Shu minister, | hold deeply in my heart the resolution expressed by Soto Shu more than 30 years ago. And,
to spread the spirit of peace to as many people as possible, | will devote myself to convey the mind of “Magokoroni lkiru”, means

Living with True Heart which is the goal of Soto Zen Buddhism, and with the spirit of “Aloha” that | have learned here in Hawaii.
Thank you very much. Mahalo.

Namukie Butsu, Namukie Ho, Namukie So.
To be continued next page.



IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR THE
Upcoming O-Bon AcCTIVITIES

<> Bon Dance Practice at Mantokuiji

Saturday, June 21 at 1:00pm — Come and learn the new dance for 2025
and practice the old ones. Thank you Sensei Shannon Loo!

TURDAY, JULY 12

530PM FooD CONCESSION OPENS

<> Toba, Memorial Ribbon and Tanagyo Requests
Please send in requests by June 23.
6:00PM PERFORMANCE BY ZENSHIN DAIKO
6:30PM PERFORMANCE BY MAuI TAlKO

<> Yagura Construction and General Clean-up Day

BLESSING BY REV. T. HIRASAWA

E’;/ 7:00PM
Sunday, June 29 at 8:00am — We would appreciate your KOKUA! i .
(e "
<> Volunteers for O-Bon Preparation Needed J

The work schedule is as follows: a8
* Tuesday & Wednesday, July 8 & 9 at 8:30am: general preparations, e R
* Thursday, July 10 at 8:00am: food prep for nishime & chow fun, set up hall,
* Friday, July 11 at 8:00am: food prep, set up chochin outside, in the temple and nokotsudo, set up tents,
* Saturday, July 12 at 8:00am: food prep, set up concession area,

* Sunday, July 13 at 8:00am: dismantle yagura & chochin & clean up.

<> Mantokuji's O-Bon Service on Friday, July 11 at 6:00pm

This is the Hatsubon (first O-Bon) service for those who have passed away since last O-Bon. We will be honoring
Randal Takatani, Itaru Saito, Gary Matoi, Robert Takahashi, Naomi Nemoto, Wesley Kumasaka and Yuriko Nancy
Fukagawa at this O-Bon Service. The toba memorial dedications and the merit dedications to the deceased will also
be done at the O-Bon Service. Everyone is welcome to attend the O-Bon Service.

<> Mantokuji's O-Bon Festival on Saturday, July 12

Additional parking is available at the Paia Community Center and the Paia Hawaiian Protestant Church, both across the
street. Here's the schedule:

* 3:00pm: Graveyard Service

* 5:30pm: Food Concession opens

* 6:00pm: Zenshin Daiko performance

* 6:30pm: Maui Taiko performance

* 7:00pm: Reverend Tomoki Hirasawa will perform a short blessing service at the yagura

* 7:15pm: Bon Dance

<> Dismantling the yagura and clean-up on July 13 at 8:00am
Your help will be much appreciated.

MemoriAL Day & Ertaikuyo Service (ConT'p)

After listening to Reverend Hirasawa’s sermon, we all gathered at
the War Memorial outside to honor and pray for the fallen soldiers.
Feelings of thankfulness for the life we have today because of their
sacrifices filled the air.

@



DonATIONS MADE IN May

We would like to sincerely thank you for your very generous donations.

General Donations

Mark & Dianne Figge, Brian & Sharla Hasegawa, Nathan Nikaido, Faith Sodetani,
Tradewind Group Foundation (Matching donation for Laurie Brooks)

Glen Fukagawa

Lisa Hirayama

Hideo & Joyce Kawahara
Darren Konno

Paul M & Mae Matsui

Funeral Service for Yuriko Nancy Fukagawa on 5.28.25 at Nakamura's Mortuary
Service for removal of Miyoko Hirayama's ashes to Oahu

Hanamatsuri

3 Year Memorial Anniversary Service for Masako Abe at Mantokuji

In Memory of Namie Sato — 27t Year Memorial Anniversary

Ujiie Ohana — Camie, Randy, Julia, Elise,
Andy, Tammy, Katrina, Amanda, Adam,
Jodee, Todd, Sydney, Mitchell, Patrick,
Aki, Mitzi, Keiko, Jade & Bear

In Memory of Uncle Baron on his birthday — May 24*

In Memory of Baron Ueoka on his birthday — May 24 & Happy Birthday Ueoka
Ancestors

Funeral Service for Wesley Kumasaka & Memorial Services for Kiyoe & Hiroshi
Kumasaka on 5.10.25

Hanamatsuri donation In Memory of Harriet's parents, brother & sister

Albert & Glenda Ujiie

Carol H Yamanuha

James & Harriet Yoshimori

Donations received for the Memorial Day and Eitaikuyo Services on May 25, 2025

Anonymous, Howard & Bobbie Arita, Judith Matoi, Brian Moto, Allan & Cathy Murayama, Diane Orikasa, Mark & Lois Sato,
Nora Takeuchi, Neil & Joyce Watanabe.

O-Bon Donations made in May 2025

Gwen O Hiraga, Ted & Margaret Hori, Faith F Ito, Alvin lwamoto, Doreen S Kaibara, Yoshimi Kayona, Vaughn & Gwen
Kunishige & Family, Harold Morioka, Jane N Omura, Faith Sodetani, Mavis M Suda, Toshiko Sugiki, Velma Sugimoto, Carol
Tanji, Gertrude Ueoka, Gary A Wakayama, Patsy H Yoshimura, Linda S Yoshioka.

O-Bon Donations made in Memory of a Loved One in May 2025

Rene M Egami In Memory of Norman & Bernice Ueoka

Isabelle Scholl In Memory of André & Georgette Scholl

Kenneth & Dorothy Sorayama In Memory of Kanichi & Fushiyo Sorayama

Toba Requests made in May 2025

Charlotte Hee & Janice Kainuma, Faith F Ito, Vaughn & Gwen Kunishige & Family, Michael Miyahira, Harold Morioka, Jane
N Omura, Faith Sodetani, Toshiko Sugiki, Les & Linda Takahashi, Carol Tanji, Linda S Yoshioka.

Memorial Ribbon Requests made in May 2025

Faith F Ito, Lisa Kakiuchi-Gima, Darren Konno, Jane N Omura, Faith Sodetani, Mavis M Suda, Toshiko Sugiki, Les & Linda
Takahashi, Linda S Yoshioka.

SpeciAL THANKS

To Neil Watanabe for repairing one of the steps to the
temple.

To Paul & Gwen Ueoka for financing the refurbishing
of the yagura.
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July 2025
SuNDAY Mon. TuEesbaY WEeD. THURSDAY FRripay SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
7:30am-8:30am Zazen 8:30am 8:30am 8:00am 8:00am 8:00am Food prep,
8:30am Clean-up General prep General prep Food prep, Food prep, Set up concession areas
Set up hall Set up chochin 3:00pm Graveyard Service
Set up tents 5:30pm Food Concession opens
6:00 pm 6:00pm Zenshin Daiko
0O-Bon Service 6:30pm Maui Taiko
7:00pm Blessing & O-Bon matsuri
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00am Dismantle yagura 9:30-11:30am lkebana
& chochin, Clean up
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
7:30am-8:30am Zazen
8:30am Clean up, O-Bon
committee meeting &
evaluation
27 28 29 30 31

7:30am-8:30am Zazen

Coming up in August (Tentative Schedule)

Sunday 10: Clean-up, Fujinkai & Kyodan Meeting

No Zazen Aug 10, 17, 24.

Hospital and Hale Makua Visitations are
scheduled during the month.

Nokustudo Hours

open daily, 9:00am - 4:00pm




